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A catamaran sales expert is thoroughly
impressed with the crown jewel from
Matrix Yachts, the new Vision 450

ith the Annapolis Boat Show
being one of the premier oppor-
tunities for boat builders to show theirnew
boats, Cape Town-based Matrix Yachts

proudly presented its new Vision 450 in
October this year. This builder has estab-
lisheditselfinternationally withthe highly
successful Silhouette 760, and the Vision
450 is the latest addition to its range.
Having spent many years chartering in
the Caribbean, Peter and Fiona Wehrley
returned to South Africa to found their
yacht-building business and begin produc-
tion of the Silhouette 760. This yacht was
specifically designed for the charter market
and was completely different from anything
on the water at that time. With its unique
stylingandunrivaled luxury ithasbecomea
favorite for charter quests in the Caribbean.

A Successor with an
Envious Pedigree
The Vision450 continues this bold styl-
ing and is also very different from any
other catamaran available. While every
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builder tries to make their yachts

unique from one another, they all

share many of the same general

design features which in contrast

with the Vision 450, makes them

allremarkably similar. Simply put,

it doesn’t look like any other 45

foot catamaran available.

With its slightly-rounded plumb
bowsandextended coachroofitlooks
fast and stylish. Walking closer you
can see the forward windows are ver-
tically oriented and that the foredeck is
dominated by asolid platform with hatch-
es and storage compartments. There isa
hard bimini aft that gives sun protection
to the large aft table, ideal for alfresco
dining in a tropical anchorage.

Entering through a large double door
thatslides away into its own storage area,
the main saloon has a full-width settee
and large table to retreat to if the local
tropical heat makes you decide to enjoy
the creature comforts of air conditioning.
There is a separate fridge/freezer unit
that is easily accessed as you enter, as
well as a well-designed galley with its
own window for serving people in the
cockpit and for ventilation.

Whether operated as a charter boat or as
your own private waterborne villa, it's clear
that an enormous amount of thought has
gone into the Vision 450. Its open plan liv-
ing area, coupled with large windows, gives
superball-round visibility. Thisis definitely
a vessel built for a discerning owner who
expects complete luxuryand isnotinterested
in accepting anything but the best,

Pertect
Vision

By Staley Weidman 111

Stepping down into the hulls, the first
has double master cabins forward with
their queen-sized berths slightly angled
and offering access on both sides. These
are not bunks, but proper beds like you
would find in afive-starhotel. Each master
suite has its own en-suite head forward,
with a large shower and electric toilets.
It’s simple, it’s elegant and the quality
is superb. You can also order the Vision
450 in a three-cabin layout which turns
one hull into the owner’s private domain,

Moving aft, there isanother cabin, this
time with a spacious King-sized bed that
is well ventilated and airy. The aft cabins
also have their own en-suite toilets and
once again here it’s all about quality.

An interesting detail is that there is a
service compartment between both cab-
ins, which houses all of the plumbing and
electrical equipment and which is eas-
ily accessed behind a flush-fitting door.
This means that if you need to service
something, you don’t have to disturb or
dirty up one of the cabins, and nothing
is hidden away under a bunk. Not only is
this a great concept, but it also provides
a buffer zone between the two cabins,
ensuring total privacy for the guests.
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The cabinetry is all European-style and
there are concealed hinges everywhere, a fea-
ture seldom found on yachts under 20 meters,
and the veneers are all perfectly matched.

Going outside, the steering station is
well situated to starboard and out of the
way of the huge aft table and seating area.
With cushionseverywhere, thereisample
storage for the cushions and one of these
areas hasbeen convertedintoapilot-style
berth that would be ideal for young kids.

Effortless Performance
Under Pressure
The boat just completed an 8,000 nautical
mile delivery from Cape Town and looks
like it just came out of the factory in pris-
tine condition. The delivery Captain, Jan,
was present during the show and says that

after having sailed many different types of

catamarans throughout the world, “I am
very impressed by this boat.” He says it is

sosolidand performs effortlessly in some of

the heaviest conditions he has ever seen and
does so withouta squeak. Afterbeing hitwith
winds of 40 knots continuously and gusting

to 50 knots for a few days in the middle of

the Atlantic, my nervousness was replaced
with confidence knowing that the boat was

designed and built to handle these types of

conditions and made me feel very safe.
The performance definitely is a wel-
comed strong point, and can be attributed
to the use of light weight materials in its
construction and outstanding design. |
was fortunate enough to experience this
performance for myself while doing a
test sail on Annapolis Bay. While look-
ing aft, I noticed the boat tends to glide
through the water rather than push and
just seems to do so effortlessly leaving
virtually no wake behind. We had quite
light winds on the day of the test sail but
we still managed to achieve double digits
on the log and regularly achieved wind
speed by using the main sail and Code 0.
Cruisingisabout the places you visitand
the time spent exploring other countries
and being exposed to new cultures and
experiences. It’s about the people you meet
along the way and the quietanchorages you
share with friends. Doing all this aboard a
Vision450is doingitinstyleand luxurious
comfort with nothing but the best. [
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Vision 450 Specifications

Length: 13.7 m (45 ft)
Beam: 7.4 m (24.28 ft)
Draft: 115 m (3.77 ft)
Displacement: 11 tons (24,640 Ibs)
Mast height AWL 19.45m (63.8 ft)
Fresh water tankage: 460 liters (120 gal)
Black water tankage: 80 liters (22 gal)
Diesel tankage: 400 liters (105 gal)

Sails
Main sail: 165 sqm :
Fore sail: 77.2sqm . - = -

Mast height: 27.6 m (90.7 fﬂ},‘ 3,_*2:-: ;::.; .

For more information, v:su"{

http://www. mamx—yachts.co_____ i
LY

37



